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PleasGr keep
our hope alive
F Family plea to allow

stem cell research
By JEFF ZEUSCHNER

WANGARA|IA .ouple
Mac and Jill Kccnan L\c nr
nopc which Lhcyic Fling
fedcrrl poliliciins kep rlivc by
legalising human ck)nins Inr
ncdicdl rcsealh in Ausul'lia.

In a dcspcralc bid lhi! yem
lhc couplc lnlelled Io Chin.
wbeE Jill urdcNcnl rrcluli()n
ary stcm cell (hcftl') lor r .de
brnin diease tbr whicb Ausadir
has no curc or lf,cdtmenl

Sevcrltl mooths on. hd con
ditioo hrs imprclcd slighrly.
but rbc lamily rentains hopelirl
funher medic.l rcscuch in(o
bunun cloning .ould rnlock
futdre trcNhrcDt lor hcr spccch
md balnncc rlflicrnlns.

They ve wclcomcd la(
wcck s scnare vote, 3,1-:lI,
gilin8 in-principle supFn lo
Senalor Kry Pane^on s lheir-
p.utic Clon,nS Bill s hich s€ks
to o\cnum Lhe cuftent b0.

Thc bill Fould alros Ic
searchcrs to .loN hunrln
cmbryos to cxtracl stc c.lls
' rhe so crucd building blocks
of rll humxn tissuc - in a bid
to help fu.lbcr ldvancc med'

Thc bill, ho$ever. still has I
bn! $ry to go.likcly to b€ sub
i..dcd lo anrndnrenh befbrc
ir's pur to i.o.{icncc vol. ii
the lo$cr house- and expeclart
(0rg debrtt on both sidcs.

For thc w!nga.!1ta .onple
rhou8h- .r ycs volc is ftc only

'You live in hopc...yon ve
8or ro, Mr Kccnan sli{l

''Wc Nere told by rhe ncu
rologist that rhcrc w!s norhjng
thrr coukl bcdon! tb.Jill...jrNt
go away and hcc lbc etndu.l
progrcssion ol lhe disea\e

''But everyone n..ds somc
hopc. cvcn though ous wrs
renkne $ithout ihal you

N{r Kecnai eid the .ouple
wrs di\appinrcd thcy had lo
go outsidc thc counlr.r- Lo pursuc
drcir trcdmcnt- md hlievc morc
Bcdh lmrlly ( c'!c'd.

''!vcn though resedch
s()uld phbably bc iD arcat
ol norc m.in(rernr ill'rescs
srh as Pxrkinson s disclse.
thc.e may be Lhc rhinc. ot
soDr offshoot of lrcrlmcnl
rhar .ould hch Jill, or olher
s fcrcsl Mr Kccmn sid.
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A MINUTE'S SILENCE: r .erorars Keiur - faLrand slb c,ssns were anrofe one orrhe


